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Dear Max: 

Thanks f o r  your let ter and p r e p r i n t s .  A t  t h e  moment, i t  seems l i k e l y  
I w i l l  be  he re  on June 3 .  Perhaps you could c a l l  when t h e  t i m e  i s  nea re r .  

I would c e r t a i n l y  be r ecep t ive  t o  a proposa l  f o r  names f o r  t h e  o t h e r  
pr imate  v i r u s e s  you have mentioned. 
couldn ' t  vo te  on t h a t  as w e l l .  
an assignment of a name t o  t h e  Macaque A I D S  v i rus .  
s t r a n g e  f o r  several reasons ,  no t  t h e  least  of which i s  t h e  absence 
6 f  I and 11. Why not  j u s t  c a l l  it "Macaque AIDS Virus" f o r  t h e  moment? 

As f o r  t h e  Hase l t i ne  proposa l ,  I would sugges t  t h a t  you s o l i c i t  i t  
f o r  our  d e l i b e r a t i o n  i f  you t h i n k  i t  i s  worthwhile.  
t h a t  a p r i o r i  t h e  i d e a  of u s ing  a mechanis t ic  device  as a b a s i s  of 
nomenclature i s  less than  appeal ing.  J u s t  cons ider  what t h e  ex tens ions  
of t h a t  po l i cy  would do! 

I don ' t  s ee  why our subcommittee 
You might want t o  cons ider  de lay ing  

I f i n d  MTLV-I11 

I ' d  have t o  say 

Best r ega rds ,  

Harold E. Varmus, M.D. 
American Cancer Socie ty  
P ro fes so r  of Molecular Virology 


